
LEARN HOW ASIAN AMERICANS CAN FIGHT BACK 
AGAINST POLICE-GENERATED PROPAGANDA. 



THE FOLLOWING CASE STUDY 
AND CONTEXT IS A COLLABORATION 
BETWEEN 18 MILLION RISING, 
THE ASIAN AMERICAN DISINFO 
TABLE, MEDIAJUSTICE AND THE 
XIN SHENG PROJECT IN ANALYZING 
POLICE-GENERATED PROPAGANDA, 
OR AS WE CALL IT, COPAGANDA AND 
ITS EFFECT ON ASIAN AMERICAN 
COMMUNITIES. THE FOLLOWING 
CASE STUDY UNDERTAKES AN 
ANALYSIS OF #STOPASIANHATE 
AND THE UNDERLYING THEMES OF 
ANTI-BLACK RACISM AND 
COPAGANDA THAT FUEL IT. THIS 
WORK IS A CONTINUATION OF 
MEDIAJUSTICE’S COPAGANDA 
CLAPBACK LEARNING SERIES.1



PANDEMIC ERA ANTI-ASIAN VIOLENCE 

AND #STOPASIANHATE NARRATIVES AND 

THEIR ROOTS IN CRIMINALIZATION, 

ANTI-BLACKNESS, AND ISLAMOPHOBIA. 

THROUGHOUT UNITED STATES AS WELL AS ABROAD

MEDIA REPORTS; VIRAL VIDEOS AND 

IMAGES; TESTIMONIALS/ANECDOTAL 

STORIES; RALLIES AND PROTESTS; 

NARRATIVES STEEPED IN CRIMINAL 

LEGAL FRAMING

WHAT

REGION

APPROXIMATELY MARCH 2020 - PRESENTDATE

TACTICS DEPLOYED

VULNERABILITIES EXPLOITED 

PANDEMIC CRISIS RACIAL WEDGE ISSUE

RACIAL SCAPEGOATING



WHAT IS THE 
STOP 
ASIAN 
HATE 
MOVEMENT?

THE “STOP ASIAN HATE” MOVEMENT 
EMERGED IN RESPONSE TO INCREASED 
INCIDENTS OF ANTI-ASIAN RACISM, 
DISCRIMINATION, AND VIOLENCE IN 
THE EARLY 2020S, PARTICULARLY IN 
THE WAKE OF THE COVID-19 PANDEM-
IC. THE PANDEMIC ORIGINATED FROM 
WUHAN, CHINA, AND RACIST STEREO-
TYPES AROUND THE CLEANLINESS OF 
ASIAN CITIES AND ASIAN ENCLAVES 
WERE A CONTRIBUTING FACTOR IN 
SPURRING AN INCREASE OF HARASS-
MENT AND ASSAULTS ON ASIAN 
AMERICANS AND THOSE OF ASIAN 
DESCENT WORLDWIDE. 

INDIVIDUAL INSTANCES OF VIOLENCE 
PROPEL #STOPASIANHATE NARRA-
TIVES, SUCH AS THE DEATH OF VICHA 
RATANAPAKDEE, AN 84-YEAR-OLD THAI 
MAN, IN SAN FRANCISCO IN JANUARY 
20212 AND THE 2021 ATLANTA SPA 
SHOOTINGS3 CATALYZED THE MOVE-
MENT DUE TO THE PERPETRATORS’ 
SEEMINGLY RACE-MOTIVATED TARGETS. 
TACTICS OF THE “STOP ASIAN HATE” 
MOVEMENT TEND TO FOCUS ON 
DATA-DRIVEN ANALYSES OF HARASS-
MENT OR ASSAULTS AND ENSURING 
THAT SUCH INCIDENTS ARE LABELED 
AS HATE CRIMES.  



WHO IS INCLUDED AND 
EXCLUDED? WHAT IS AAPI 
- OR ASIAN AMERICAN - 
AND WHO COUNTS?
WHAT ARE OUR DIFFERENT STAKES? 

WHILE THE TERM “ASIAN AMERICAN” 
ORIGINALLY CAME FROM STUDENT 
ORGANIZERS YUJI ICHIOKA AND 
EMMA GEE AT UC BERKELEY TO 
DEFINE AN INTER-ETHNIC, PAN-ASIAN 
AND ANTI-IMPERIALIST POLITICAL 
GROUP, THE TERM TODAY COMMONLY 
DENOTES AMERICANS OF ASIAN 
ANCESTRY FROM EAST ASIA, 
SOUTHEAST ASIA, SOUTH ASIA, 
AND CENTRAL ASIA. 

“AAPI” IS AN ACRONYM FOR ASIAN 
AMERICAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDERS, 
AND INCLUDES ALL PEOPLE IN THE 
ASIAN AMERICAN UMBRELLA, WITH 
THE ADDITION OF PACIFIC ISLANDERS 
— INDIVIDUALS WITH ANCESTRY IN 
“HAWAII, GUAM, SAMOA, OR OTHER 
PACIFIC ISLANDS.”4

OTHER SIMILAR ACRONYMS INCLUDE 
API, AANHPI AND APIDA. THE USAGE 
AND APPLICATION OF TERMS HAVE 
MIXED REACTIONS, AS PACIFIC 
ISLANDER COMMUNITIES EXPERIENCE 
A SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFERENT SET OF 
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC STRUG-
GLES THAN ASIAN AMERICANS, AND 
THE USE OF THE TERM “AAPI” CAN 
RESULT IN ERASURE WHEN THERE IS 
NO MEANINGFUL INCLUSION OR 
LEADERSHIP BY PACIFIC ISLANDERS.5 
EVEN WITHIN THE SAME ETHNIC 
GROUP, ASIAN AMERICANS FACE 
DIFFERENT STRUGGLES BASED 
ON CASTE, RELIGION, COLORISM, 
AND CLASS. 



WHAT COUNTS AS 

“HATE”

THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE SHARES THAT, 

“A HATE CRIME MUST INCLUDE BOTH “HATE” AND A 

"CRIME.” THAT IS, HATE CRIMES MUST FIT THE 

CRIMINAL LEGAL SYSTEM’S OWN DEFINITIONS OF 

CRIME AS WELL AS LAW ENFORCEMENT’S DETERMI-

NATION THAT THE CRIME WAS COMMITTED OUT OF 

BIAS “AGAINST PEOPLE OR GROUPS WITH SPECIFIC 

CHARACTERISTICS THAT ARE DEFINED BY THE LAW.”7 

WE REFUSE TO RELY ON LAW ENFORCEMENT TO TELL 

US WHAT DOES AND DOES NOT COUNT AS RACISM 

IN A LEGAL SYSTEM THAT IS STRUCTURALLY ROOTED 

IN RACISM, SETTLER COLONIALISM, AND SLAVERY. 

STOP ASIAN HATE’S FOCUS ON 

INDIVIDUAL ATTACKS AND THE 

LEGAL SYSTEM HAS RESULTED IN 

OVERLOOKING SYSTEMIC HARM 

AGAINST OUR COMMUNITIES – 

THE STOP ASIAN HATE MOVEMENT HAS PRIMARILY FOCUSED ON INDIVIDUAL “HATE” 
INCIDENTS, SUCH AS PHYSICAL ASSAULTS AND VERBAL HARASSMENT AGAINST 
ASIAN AMERICANS. BUT, WHAT COUNTS AS “HATE”?   

MANY PEOPLE USE 
THE TERM “HATE 
CRIME” TO LOOSELY 
MEAN A HATEFUL, 
BIASED INCIDENT; 
HOWEVER, HATE 
CRIMES HAVE 
SPECIFIC LEGAL 
DEFINITIONS THAT 
ARE REGULATE
BY THE STATE.6 



–  THE KIND OF HARM THAT IS OFTEN LEGAL 

AND PERPETRATED BY THE STATE ITSELF. 

ANTI-ASIAN RACISM AND VIOLENCE HAVE 

COME IN MANY FORMS THROUGHOUT 

HISTORY:

• U.S IMPERIALIST WARS AND 
COLONIZATION ACROSS ASIA, 
FROM THE KOREAN WAR TO THE 
COLONIZATION OF THE PHILIPPINES, 
TO THE VIETNAM WAR, WHICH 
LED TO MASS DEATH AND 
DISPLACEMENT.

• THE ABSENCE OF ASIAN AMERICAN 
HISTORY IN SCHOOL CURRICULA, 
WHICH ERASES BOTH OUR HISTORIC 
STRUGGLES AGAINST RACISM, AS 
WELL AS OUR CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO THE SHAPING OF THIS 
SETTLER-COLONIAL COUNTRY.

• XENOPHOBIC POLICIES FROM 
THE CHINESE EXCLUSION ACT TO 
JAPANESE AMERICAN INCARCERA-
TION DURING WORLD WAR II, WHICH 
HAVE REINFORCED THE NOTION 
THAT ASIAN AMERICANS ARE 
PERPETUAL FOREIGNERS.

• THE DETAINMENT AND DEPORTATION 
OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN IMMIGRANTS 
AND REFUGEES BY ICE, WHICH 
SEPARATES FAMILIES AND CONTRIB-
UTES TO MASS INCARCERATION.

• THE SURVEILLANCE, DEPORTATION, 
AND INCARCERATION OF SOUTH 
AND WEST ASIANS AND MUSLIMS 
DURING A WAVE OF ISLAMOPHOBIC 
POLICING AND WAR-MAKING IN 
THE POST-9/11 ERA.

• EXPLOITATIVE AND IMPERIALIST 
ECONOMIC POLICIES AND TRADE 
AGREEMENTS, WHICH CONTRIBUTE 
TO ASIAN LABOR EXPLOITATION AND 
RESOURCE EXTRACTION FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF THE GLOBAL NORTH.

• LACK OF UNIVERSAL HEALTHCARE, 
HOUSING, AND OTHER SOCIAL 
SERVICES THAT WOULD COMBAT 
THE WIDEST WEALTH GAP OF ANY 
RACIAL GROUP IN THE US.8

STOP ASIAN HATE’S FOCUS ON 

INDIVIDUAL ATTACKS AND THE 

LEGAL SYSTEM HAS RESULTED IN 

OVERLOOKING SYSTEMIC HARM 

AGAINST OUR COMMUNITIES – 



ASIAN AMERICANS AND 
ANTI-BLACKNESS

ASIAN AND BLACK COMMUNITIES 
HAVE A LONG RELATIONSHIP IN THE 
UNITED STATES, WITH MANY EXAM-
PLES OF BOTH SOLIDARITY AND 
TENSION. HISTORICAL EXAMPLES 
OF THE FORMER INCLUDE THE BLACK 
PANTHER PARTY OPPOSING THE 
VIETNAM WAR, ASIAN AMERICAN 
ACTIVISTS’ WORK IN ABOLITION AND 
BLACK LIBERATION, SUCH AS GRACE 
LEE BOGGS AND YURI KOCHIYAMA, 
THE THIRD WORLD LIBERATION FRONT, 
AND MORE. HOWEVER, ANTI-BLACK-
NESS AND WHITE SUPREMACIST 
FRAMEWORKS HAVE FUELED ASIAN 
AMERICAN ADVOCACY FOR MORE 
CARCERAL SOLUTIONS THAT 
ULTIMATELY HARM ALL 
COMMUNITIES OF COLOR. 

THROUGHOUT THE HISTORY OF THE 
UNITED STATES, MANY ASIAN AMERI-
CAN COMMUNITIES HAVE UPHELD 
WHITE SUPREMACY BY REJECTING 
BLACK SOLIDARITY AND INSTEAD 
ADVOCATING FOR THEIR OWN 
VISIBILITY IN WHITE-BENEFICIAL 
SPACES AND POLICIES. INTERESTS 

THAT FOCUS ON ASIAN AMERICAN 
ASSIMILATION ARE OFTEN USED TO 
DIVIDE COMMUNITIES OF COLOR, 
AND ESPECIALLY AGAINST BLACK 
COMMUNITIES.9 FOR INSTANCE, 
THE MODEL MINORITY MYTH, 
OR THE STEREOTYPE THAT CERTAIN 
ETHNIC OR RACIAL MINORITY 
GROUPS, PARTICULARLY ASIAN 
AMERICANS, ARE UNIFORMLY 
SUCCESSFUL, WELL-ASSIMILATED, 
AND POLITICALLY QUIET, IS LEVER-
AGED TO SEPARATE THEM FROM 
BLACK AMERICANS’ POLITICAL 
MOBILIZATION AND CENTURIES OF 
ECONOMIC SUPPRESSION.  

OTHER EXAMPLES INCLUDE ANTI-
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION POSITIONS 
THAT DECREASE EDUCATIONAL 
ACCESS FOR OTHER COMMUNITIES, 
OR POSITIONS THAT PROMOTE 
INCREASED POLICING AS A 
RESPONSE TO ANTI-ASIAN VIOLENCE. 



POLICE 
MILITARIZATION

IN THE AFTERMATH OF 9/11, THE  GEORGE 
W. BUSH ADMINISTRATION LAUNCHED 
THE GLOBAL “WAR ON TERROR” 
CAPITALIZING ON ISLAMOPHOBIC 
PROPAGANDA AND JUSTIFYING 
MILITARY INTERVENTION ACROSS THE 
WORLD. SINCE THE INCEPTION OF THE 
“WAR ON TERROR” SEVERAL AGENCIES, 
INCLUDING THE DEPARTMENT OF HOME-
LAND SECURITY AND IMMIGRATIONS 
CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT, HAVE BEEN 
LAUNCHED. THESE AGENCIES USE THE 
LANGUAGE OF “EMERGENCY RESPONSE” 
AND ISLAMOPHOBIC RHETORIC TO 
MAKE TECHNOLOGY CORPORATIONS 
RICHER AND DEPLOY VIOLENCE 
DOMESTICALLY AND ABROAD.10 
THROUGH BALLOONED ANNUAL 
BUDGETS AND THE EXPANSION OF 
“HOMELAND SECURITY” WE ARE 
WITNESS TO THE SUPERCHARGING OF 
POLICING IN COMMUNITIES ACROSS 
THE UNITED STATES. FEDERAL, STATE, 
AND LOCAL AGENCIES JUSTIFY THEIR 
INFLATED BUDGETS AND INCREASED 
POLICING THROUGH ISLAMOPHOBIC 
RHETORIC AND FEAR-MONGERING. 
THE EFFECTS LEAD TO MORE TECHNO-

LOGICAL SURVEILLANCE AND 
POLICING EVERYWHERE. 

COLLABORATIONS 
BETWEEN A GROWING 
TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY, 
THEIR LEVERAGE OF DIGITAL 
FOOTPRINTS, AND THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT ALLOWED 
FOR THE ACCELERATION 
OF ALL-ENCOMPASSING 
DRAGNET SURVEILLANCE, 
JUSTIFIED UNDER THE GUISE 
OF NATIONAL SECURITY. 

IN THE YEARS AFTER, 
SURVEILLANCE OF COMMUNITY 
ENCLAVES THAT INCLUDED 
COMMUNITY CENTERS, BUSINESSES, 
AND RELIGIOUS CENTERS SUCH AS 
MOSQUES SKYROCKETED.  



ANTI-BLACKNESS 
WITHIN ASIAN COMMUNITIES 

& THE LIMITS OF 
#STOPASIANHATE:

THE XĪN SHĒNG PROJECT, FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE WECHAT PROJECT, 

COMBATS MIS/DISINFORMATION FOR AND POLITICIZES THE CHINESE 

DIASPORA  ON WECHAT AND BEYOND. THEIR BILINGUAL CONTENT CROSSES 

THE LANGUAGE, GENERATIONAL, CULTURAL, AND INFORMATIONAL BARRIERS 

WITHIN THE CHINESE DIASPORIC  COMMUNITY.

DESPITE ITS PROGRESSIVE VENEER, THE STOP ASIAN HATE MOVEMENT 

FREQUENTLY FEEDS INTO RIGHT-WING IDEOLOGY AND IS DOMINATED BY 

ANTI-BLACK AND CARCERAL POLITICS. SCROLLING THROUGH THE 

SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS DEDICATED TO THE "PUBLIC SAFETY" OF 

ASIAN PEOPLE PROVIDES IMMEDIATE EVIDENCE OF THE RAMPANT 

ANTI-BLACKNESS, MISOGYNY, AND ABLEISM OF THE MOVEMENT. THESE 

REACTIONARY ATTITUDES ARE ALSO DEMONSTRATED BY THE EXPLICITLY 

CARCERAL SOLUTIONS TO "ASIAN HATE" PROPOSED BY PROMINENT 

NON-BLACK ASIAN CELEBRITIES.
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IN THE EXAMPLE TO THE LEFT, TWO ASIAN CELEBRITIES PUT OUT A 

BOUNTY FOR THE ARREST OF A BLACK MAN WHO PUSHED AN ELDER 

AFTER SURVEILLANCE FOOTAGE OF THE PUSH WENT VIRAL. UNDER THE 

ASSUMPTION THAT THE VICTIM WAS ASIAN, BOTH CELEBRITIES USED 

THE ATTACK TO CALL FOR THE INCARCERATION OF THE BLACK MAN 

AS A SOLUTION TO ANTI-ASIAN HATE. THE VICTIM WAS ACTUALLY A 

LATINO MAN NAMED GILBERT DIAZ.

THE STOP ASIAN HATE CAMPAIGN FRAMES "ASIAN HATE" AS A 

RECENT PHENOMENON WITHIN THE US THAT BEGAN WITH THE MEDICAL 

SCAPEGOATING OF ASIAN AMERICANS IN THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC. 

HOWEVER, THE UPTICK IN VIOLENCE AGAINST ASIANS TRACES BACK TO 

AN INCREASE IN SINOPHOBIC SENTIMENT THAT PRE-DATES THE 1875 PAGE 

LAW. STOP ASIAN HATE CONCEPTUALIZES "ASIAN HATE" AS AN ABSTRACT 

HATRED OF ASIANS THAT IS PERPETRATED BY WHITE AND BLACK PEOPLE. 

THIS FRAMEWORK MISSES THE SPECIFICITY OF SINOPHOBIA AND 

IMPERIALISM, WHICH HAVE PROVIDED THE IMPETUS FOR COLONIAL 

VIOLENCE AGAINST ASIANS THROUGHOUT HISTORY. 
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STOP ASIAN HATE USES THE FRAMEWORK AND LANGUAGE OF HATE 

CRIMES, WHICH IS ALREADY LOADED WITH ANTI-BLACK STEREOTYPES 

AND CALLS FOR INCREASED POLICING AND INCARCERATION. THAT'S 

WHY CARCERAL SOLUTIONS TO "ASIAN HATE" WERE THE FIRST TO 

BE PROPOSED BY THE LEADERS OF THE MOVEMENT, AND WHY SURVEIL-

LANCE UNDER THE GUISE OF COMMUNITY PROTECTION HAS RECEIVED 

SO MUCH SUPPORT FROM ITS PROPONENTS. THE MYTH THAT BLACK 

PEOPLE COMMIT THE MAJORITY OF "ANTI-ASIAN HATE CRIMES" HAS 

BEEN PROPAGATED THROUGHOUT ASIAN COMMUNITIES UNDER 

THE HASHTAG #STOPASIANHATE.

STOP ASIAN HATE USES REACTIONARY, ANTI-BLACK TACTICS LIKE THE 

LANGUAGE OF HATE CRIMES, VIRAL CIRCULATION OF SURVEILLANCE 

FOOTAGE WITHOUT FACT CHECKS, AND ASSOCIATING BLACKNESS 

WITH CRIMINALITY TO ELICIT EMOTIONAL REACTIONS IN ITS TARGET 

AUDIENCE: DEPOLITICIZED BUT CONCERNED ASIAN AMERICANS WHO 

HAVE NOTICED THE RECENT INCREASE IN PUBLIC HARASSMENT AND 

VIOLENCE AGAINST ASIANS, BUT LACK POLITICAL ORGANIZATION. 

STOP ASIAN HATE HAS BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN EMOTIONALLY ACTIVATING 

THIS AUDIENCE, BUT HAS FAILED TO ACTUALLY ORGANIZE, EDUCATE, 

AND MEET THE MATERIAL NEEDS OF THE ASIAN COMMUNITIES IT 

OSTENSIBLY SERVES. 

NON-BLACK ASIANS STRUGGLE TO UNPACK THEIR PERSONAL AND 

COLLECTIVE ANTI-BLACKNESS BECAUSE OF INADEQUATE IDENTITY 

FRAMEWORKS THAT EMPHASIZE PROXIMITY TO WHITENESS OR A 

MARGINALIZED ETHNIC IDENTITY, RATHER THAN THE SYSTEMIC 

ADVANTAGES OF NON-BLACKNESS. HAVING ETHNIC PRIDE OR SECURITY 

IN OUR OWN IDENTITIES DOES NOT REQUIRE DENIAL OF OUR STAKE IN 

GLOBAL ANTI-BLACKNESS. COMBATING THE ANTI-BLACKNESS IN OUR 

DIASPORAS AND HOMELANDS DOES NOT NEGATE OUR STRUGGLES 

FOR SELF-DETERMINATION.



ANTI-BLACKNESS. COMBATING THE ANTI-BLACKNESS IN OUR 

DIASPORAS AND HOMELANDS DOES NOT NEGATE OUR STRUGGLES 

FOR SELF-DETERMINATION.

ANTI-BLACK SENTIMENT AND MISINFORMATION WITHIN THE STOP ASIAN 

HATE MOVEMENT FREQUENTLY SERVE AS A PIPELINE TO REACTIONARY 

POLITICS. DEPOLITICIZED ASIANS ARE ACTIVATED BY THESE HEADLINES 

AND VIRAL VIDEOS, BUT LACK A SYSTEMIC UNDERSTANDING AND 

CROSS-RACIAL SOLIDARITY. AS A RESULT, THE FEAR AND MISPLACED 

ANGER OF OUR COMMUNITY ARE CHANNELED INTO INDIVIDUALISM, 

EXISTING BIASES AGAINST BLACK PEOPLE AND WOMEN, AND CARCERAL 

SOLUTIONS THAT THE STATE WANTS US TO SUPPORT SO THAT IT CAN 

PROFIT OFF OF OUR "PROTECTION" IN THE FORM OF MILITARIZATION 

AND POLICE TASK FORCES THAT DEEPEN AMERICAN FASCISM.

MANY ASIANS ON THE LEFT WILL ALLOW ANTI-BLACKNESS, 

TRANSMISOGYNY, ABLEISM, AND OTHER FORMS OF BIGOTRY TO 

FLOURISH WITHIN A MOVEMENT SO LONG AS THEIR PERSONAL 

INTERESTS ARE BEING CENTERED. THIS GUARANTEES THE FAILURE OF 

THE MOVEMENT AND SHOULD NEVER BE ACCEPTED AS A "STRATEGY" 

FOR SHORT-TERM ACCESS TO SOCIAL CAPITAL, MEDIA ATTENTION, 

OR RESOURCES FROM THE STATE. ANTI-BLACKNESS AND CARCERALITY 

INCREASE OUR DEPENDENCE ON THE WHITE SUPREMACIST AND 

IMPERIALIST STATE. ON THE OTHER HAND, CROSS-RACIAL SOLIDARITY 

AND COALITIONAL POLITICS BUILD CAPACITY AND STRENGTH 

IN A COMMUNITY. 



REJECT THE MYTH THAT BLACK PEOPLE ARE INHERENTLY VIOLENT OR 

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MAJORITY OF ATTACKS ON ASIANS. IN REALITY, 

75% OF VIOLENT ATTACKS ON ASIAN AMERICANS WERE COMMITTED BY 

WHITE PEOPLE. 

DON'T LET STOP ASIAN HATE AND CARCERAL FRAMEWORKS DICTATE 

THE IDEOLOGICAL AND GEOGRAPHIC BOUN`TION ON VIOLENCE AGAINST 

ASIANS, WHICH IS ROOTED IN THE HISTORY OF WESTERN IMPERIALISM, 

ANTI-COMMUNISM, AND CAPITALISM. 

REJECT THE NOTION THAT POLICE MAKE OUR COMMUNITIES SAFER. 

POLICE EXIST TO PROTECT PRIVATE PROPERTY AND WHITE SUPREMACY, 

NOT MARGINALIZED PEOPLE.13

WE CANNOT HOPE TO 

BUILD A LIBERATORY 

MOVEMENT WITHOUT 

ADDRESSING OUR OWN 

COMMUNITY'S ANTI-BLACKNESS.

+

+

+



ASIAN AMERICANS 
AND COPAGANDA

WHAT ARE CULTURAL 
VIEWS ON POLICING WITHIN 

THE ASIAN AMERICAN 
COMMUNITY? 

WHAT ARE 
DOMINANT NARRATIVES 

IN MEDIA AND ETHNIC MEDIA 
ABOUT POLICING?

WHAT ARE  LOCAL 
TV NEWS AND RADIO AND 
ONLINE OUTLETS IN YOUR 

COMMUNITY? WHAT ARE THEIR 
POLITICAL LEANINGS?

WHO ARE 
DOMINANT INFLUENCERS
 ON NARRATIVES IN YOUR 

COMMUNITY? 

YOUR 
LOCAL POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

WHAT DO YOU KNOW 
ABOUT CONNECTIONS 

BETWEEN THE MEDIA AND 
POLICE IN YOUR CITY?

KEY NARRATIVE #2: 
THE AMBIGUITY OF 
“ASIAN HATE”



ACTIONS TO TAKE NOW 
FROM MEDIAJUSTICE’S COPAGANDA CLAPBACK RESOURCE 

CREATE THE CONTAINER 
FOR INTERGENERATIONAL 
CONVERSATIONS ON 
ANTI-BLACK RACISM AND 
COPAGANDA IN THE ASIAN 
AMERICAN COMMUNITY. 

BE CRITICAL OF 
CRIME STATISTICS.

PREBUNK THE COPAGANDA. 

KEEP TELLING 

YOUR STORIES. 

FOLLOW ON THE GROUND COVERAGE 
AND SHARE INFORMATION 
FROM TRUSTED JOURNALISTS.

LET’S COLLECTIVELY ENVISION 
AND BUILD COMMUNITY CARE TO
 KEEP US SAFE INSTEAD OF SUSTAINING 
STATE VIOLENCE SYSTEMS THAT 
FURTHER HARM US AND OTHER 
COMMUNITIES OF COLOR.

R E I M A G I N E 

ALTERNATIVE FUTURES.

WHEN YOU SEE A STORY 
ABOUT CRIME ASK YOURSELF: 

DOES THIS ADDRESS THE 
ROOT CAUSES OF HARM? 

WHEN YOU SEE A STORY ABOUT SMALL 
THEFT, SUCH AS STEALING FROM A DRUG 
STORE, LOOK AT THE LANGUAGE PEOPLE 
USE THAT IS OFTEN RACIALIZED AND 
CLASSED.

TALK WITH PEOPLE IN YOUR FRIENDS 
AND FAMILY ABOUT THE CASE STUDY 
AND USE THE QUESTIONS IN THIS GUIDE 
TO LEAD THE CONVERSATION.

THERE IS OVERINFLATION OF CRIME  
STATISTICS AND OVERSATURATION OF 
STORIES RELATED TO INTERPERSONAL 
HARM IN THE MEDIA. THIS IS OFTEN 
BECAUSE WHEN CORPORATIONS 
MESS UP, THEY PAY FINES AND
 SWEEP IT UNDER THE RUG.

WE MUST PRESERVE THE ARCHIVE OF 
RADICAL AND LEFTIST ASIAN AMERICAN 
CHANGEMAKERS. KEEP ORGANIZING AND 
KEEP SHARING WHAT YOU LEARN.

THIS MEANS HAVING CONVERSATIONS 
WITH COMMUNITY MEMBERS BEFORE 
THE COPAGANDA EVEN STARTS. HOW 
ARE YOU CRITICAL OF THE STRUCTURES 
OF POLICING IN YOUR COMMUNITY RIGHT 
NOW, AND HOW CAN YOU START THE 
CONVERSATION?



ADDITIONAL 
READINGS:

VIRAL IMAGES SHOW PEOPLE OF COLOR AS ANTI-ASIAN 
PERPETRATORS. THAT MISSES THE BIG PICTURE.
BY KIMMY YAM
HTTPS://WWW.NBCNEWS.COM/NEWS/ASIAN-AMERICA/VIRAL-IMAG-
ES-SHOW-PEOPLE-COLOR-ANTI-ASIAN-PERPETRATORS-MISSES-BIG-N1270821

MEMES AS VIGILANTISM: THE MULTI-RACIAL RIGHT 
AND ANTI-BLACK RACISM
BY MEME WAR WEEKLY OF THE TECHNOLOGY AND SOCIAL CHANGE RESEARCH PROJECT 
HTTPS://MEDIUM.COM/MEMEWARWEEKLY/MEMES-AS-VIGILAN-
TISM-THE-MULTI-RACIAL-RIGHT-AND-ANTI-BLACK-RACISM-F3709477C91A

HOW NOT TO THINK LIKE A COP, WITH NAOMI MURAKAWA
BY TIME TO SAY GOODBYE PODCAST
HTTPS://GOODBYE.SUBSTACK.COM/P/HOW-NOT-TO-THINK-LIKE-A-COP-WITH#DETAILS

WHY OVER 85 ASIAN AMERICAN, LGBTQ GROUPS 
OPPOSED THE ANTI-ASIAN HATE CRIMES BILL
BY KIMMY YAM
HTTPS://WWW.NBCNEWS.COM/NEWS/ASIAN-AMERI-
CA/WHY-OVER-85-ASIAN-AMERICAN-LGBTQ-GROUPS-OPPOSED-ANTI-ASIAN-N1267421 

POLICING THE BORDERS OF ANTI-ASIAN VIOLENCE
BY MARK TSENG-PUTTERMAN
HTTPS://ROARMAG.ORG/ESSAYS/ANTI-ASIAN-RACISM-AMERICAN-IMPERIALISM

HOW TO PROTECT MASSAGE WORKERS
BY ELENA SHIH
HTTPS://WWW.NYTIMES.COM/2021/03/26/OPINION/POLITICS/ATLAN-
TA-SHOOTING-MASSAGE-WORKERS-PROTECTION.HTML

THE FACT OF NON-BLACKNESS: 
ON CLAIRE JEAN KIM’S “ASIAN AMERICANS IN AN ANTI-BLACK WORLD”
BY MARK TSENG-PUTTERMAN
HTTPS://LAREVIEWOFBOOKS.ORG/ARTICLE/THE-FACT-OF-NON-BLACK-
NESS-ON-CLAIRE-JEAN-KIMS-ASIAN-AMERICANS-IN-AN-ANTI-BLACK-WORLD/  

https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/the-fact-of-non-blackness-on-claire-jean-kims-asian-americans-in-an-anti-black-world/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/26/opinion/politics/atlanta-shooting-massage-workers-protection.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/viral-images-show-people-color-anti-asian-perpetrators-misses-big-n1270821
https://medium.com/memewarweekly/memes-as-vigilantism-the-multi-racial-right-and-anti-black-racism-f3709477c91a
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/why-over-85-asian-american-lgbtq-groups-opposed-anti-asian-n1267421
https://goodbye.substack.com/p/how-not-to-think-like-a-cop-with#details
https://medium.com/memewarweekly/memes-as-vigilantism-the-multi-racial-right-and-anti-black-racism-f3709477c91a


OTHER SIMILAR ACRONYMS INCLUDE 
API, AANHPI AND APIDA. THE USAGE 
AND APPLICATION OF TERMS HAVE 
MIXED REACTIONS, AS PACIFIC 
ISLANDER COMMUNITIES EXPERIENCE 
A SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFERENT SET OF 
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC STRUG-
GLES THAN ASIAN AMERICANS, AND 
THE USE OF THE TERM “AAPI” CAN 
RESULT IN ERASURE WHEN THERE IS 
NO MEANINGFUL INCLUSION OR 
LEADERSHIP BY PACIFIC ISLANDERS.5 
EVEN WITHIN THE SAME ETHNIC 
GROUP, ASIAN AMERICANS FACE 
DIFFERENT STRUGGLES BASED 
ON CASTE, RELIGION, COLORISM, 
AND CLASS. 
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